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noble blood shed for foreigners!' men murmured. Was another
and a nobler life on its way to sacrifice for this Spanish marriage?
If Simon Renard could have his way, it was.

Mary5 like Renard3 had no doubts about Elizabeth's com-
plicity in the plot, and if this could only be proved, there was
small hope of mercy. Wyatt and others were examined and re-
examined for evidence to convict her. It was discovered that
Wyatt had twice written to her and received answers, but they
were verbal only and amounted to nothing. They may not even
have been hers, for some of her servants had been involved in
the conspiracy, and there is no saying what use they had made
of her name. Anyhows verbal answers could always be repudi-
ated. Elizabeth did not stop at this: * As for the traitor Wyatt/
she said, *he might peradventure write me a letter, but on my
faith I never received any from him.' Whether she was speaking
the truth, or whether, as is possible, it was a clever half-truth,
there is no means of saying. It is difficult to believe that she was
ignorant of the conspiracy. She may not have approved of it,
for it was not in her nature to rejoice at the prospect of receiving
a crown at the hands of rebels and at the expense of her sister's
life. But supposing - as hints in later life suggest - that she both
knew and disapproved, she could neither resist nor betray men
who were devoted to her cause. Her only possible line of con-
duct was to keep clear of anything that might fatally compro-
mise her. It called for skill, but skill of a kind that was supremely
hers. The Government could say no more, nor can posterity say
more, than the words which she was said to have scratched on
a window pane:

Much suspected by me>
Nothing proved can be.

However, there was sufficient of a case to keep Elizabeth
under restraint. It was decided - though some of the Council
objected - to send her to the Tower, and as Wyatt was to be
tried on 15 March, when the people would learn how Elizabeth
was compromised, the following day was selected for her re-
moval. She was aghast when told to make ready. Not crediting